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28th  July,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Colwyn  Bay  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  burgesses  of 
Colwyn  Bay  in  1958. 

It  follows  the  scheme  and  deals  with  the  subjects  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Health.  It  also  includes  the  report  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

The  statistics  do  not  call  for  special  comment.  The  birth-rate 
keeps  low,  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for 
the  Borough  and  the  death  rate  was  low.  But  statistics  do  not  give 
an  accurate  guide  as  to  the  well  being  and  happiness  of  in- 
habitants. In  Colwyn  Bay,  there  is  a very  large  proportion  of 
elderly  persons — persons  over  eighty  years  of  age,  who  live  alone 
and  who  become  increasingly  dependent  on  outside  help.  Many  of 
these  become  bed-ridden  and  require  hospitalisation.  Some  refuse 
to  leave  their  homes.  It  is  becoming,  increasingly,  the  task  of  the 
Health  Department  to  deal  with  these  people  and  to  try  to  secure 
proper  help  through  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  County 
Welfare  Department,  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  etc. 
This  is  not  easy.  There  are  so  many  intermediate  cases  — not  ill 
enough  to  be  acceptable  by  the  Hospitals,  but  too  ill  to  be  suitable 
for  Welfare  Homes.  No  doubt  this  difficulty  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
neither  authority  has  enough  beds  to  supply  proper  needs. 

In  the  past  I have  referred  to  the  housing  of  small  families,  or 
families  with  small  children.  We  are  a long  way  from  satisfying 
the  need  for  houses. 

Efforts  to  stamp  out  poliomyelitis  — as  diphtheria  has  been 
stamped  out — have  called  for  much  work  during  the  past  twelve 
months  and  a very  large  number  of  persons  have  (July,  1959) 
been  inoculated. 

Perhaps,  because  of  the  ‘ ‘ polio  ’ ’ campaign,  the  number  of 
children  who  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough  and  diph- 
theria fell  during  the  year.  I hope  that  this  leeway  will  be  made 
up  in  1959. 
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In  this  report  is  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  account  of  his 
section  of  the  work  of  this  department.  This  is  the  first  report  for 
which  Mr.  Pattinson  has  been  fully  responsible  and  it  bears  the 
imprint  of  his  thoroughness  and  his  energy. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I record  the  happy  team  spirit 
that  prevails  amongst  the  members  of  my  staff.  Each  accepts  re- 
sponsibility for  the  work  in  such  a way  that  we  are  a well-knit 
unit.  I will  therefore  refrain  from  mentioning  anybody  by  name — 
the  seniors  have  set  the  standard  and  the  juniors  accepted  it. 

I have  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Alderman  Gwilym  Hughes,  for 
sympathetic  help  and  stimuli  throughout  the  year  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  for  unfailing  support. 

I am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKendrick, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  7,124 

Census  (1951)  22,276 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  (mid- 1958)  ...  21,910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  7,921 

Rateable  Value  £419,530 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ,£1,650 


Live  Births : 


Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

T ota  1 

Male 

108 

5 

113 

Female 

113 

6 

119 

Still  Births’. 

All  legitimate  

5 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants'. 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

Total  Deaths  

162 

262 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births  (a)  Crude  

(6)  Corrected 

(Comparability  figure:  1.21) 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population  

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (a)  Crude  ... 

( b ) Corrected 

(Comparability  figure:  0.64) 


Total 

221 

11 

232 
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424 

10.6 

12.8 

0.27 

8.6 

19.3 

12.4 


The  estimated  population  has  now  fallen  to  below  22,000 — the 
lowest  figure  since  1938 — and  this  in  spite  of  an  increase  of  218  in 
the  number  of  inhabitated  houses.  It  is  startling  to  think  that 
there  are  now  considerably  less  than  three  persons  per  house  in 
Colwyn  Bay. 

The  number  of  deaths  exceeded  the  number  of  births  by  192. 
Thus  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  82  immigrants.  From  my 
knowledge  of  the  many  persons  who,  after  last  winter’s  smog,  etc., 
in  industrial  Lancashire  towns,  came  to  Colwyn  Bay  house- 
hunting, the  population  should  not  fall  next  year. 

It  is  said  that  lack  of  industry  in  the  Borough  results  in  constant 
emigration  of  young  persons  eastwards.  That  this  is  so  I would 
not  deny,  but  when  visiting  factories  in  connection  with  the  Polio- 
myelitis immunisation  scheme,  I was  astonished  to  find  how  large 
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is  the  proportion  of  persons  living  in  surrounding  areas  who  have 
been  recruited  by  Colwyn  Bay  employers.  In  one  factory,  with 
over  100  women  employees,  over  70%  did  not  reside  in  Colwyn 
Bay. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  statistics  for  the  past  8 
years : — 

1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 


Population  22340  22240  22090  22092  22010  22200  22020  21910 

Birth  Rate — 

(a)  Crude  9.9  8.8  9.7  8.6  8.7  9.9  11.4  10.6 

(b)  Corrected  ..  10.9  9.6  10.6  10.4  10.5  12.1  13.8  12.8 

Infant  Mortality  . 31.0  25.5  41.8  29.9  26.0  18.0  39.0  8.6 

Still-birth  rate  ...  0.17  0.27  0.40  0.23  0.23  0.31  0.18  0.27 

Death  Rate — 

(a)  Crude  20.2  16.6  19.9  17.1  16.5  18.1  19.8  14.9 

(b)  Corrected  ..  13.9  11.4  10.9  10.2  9.9  11.6  12.6  9.3 


These  figures  show  that  while  the  trend  of  population  is  down- 
wards, the  birth-rate  and  the  death  rate  are  lower.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  of  8.6  per  1,000  is  remarkable.  Only  two  infants 
died  and  they  only  survived  birth  by  6 hours  and  10  hours.  There 
were,  however,  six  still-born  infants,  so  that  eight  lives  were  lost 
during  the  few  hours  preceding  and  following  birth. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  

— 

2 

2 

Other  infective  disease  

Cancer : — 

1 

— 

1 

(a)  Stomach  

4 

5 

9 

( b ) Lungs  

8 

— 

8 

( c ) Breast  

— 

8 

8 

( d ) Uterus  

— 

4 

4 

( e ) Other  cancers  

19 

20 

39 

Leukaemia  

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

28 

55 

83 

Coronary  disease  

35 

45 

80 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

5 

7 

12 

Other  heart  diseases  

11 

47 

58 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

13 

20 

33 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis  

8 

4 

12 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  etc 

3 

2 

5 

5 


Enteritis,  etc 

Male 

2 

Female 

Total 

2 

Nephritis  

1 

1 

2 

Prostatic  disease  

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  malformation  

1 

— 

1 

Other  ill-defined  diseases  

12 

24 

36 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

All  other  accidents  

1 

4 

5 

Suicide  

1 

2 

3 

Total  

162 

262 

424 

These  statistics  show  little  variation  from  previous  years.  There 
were  439  deaths  in  1957  and  424  in  1958.  Coronary  Disease  con- 
tinues to  claim  an  increasing  toll.  There  were  65  deaths  from  this 
cause  in  1957  and  80  in  1958.  In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
causes  of  death  reflect  the  average  age  of  the  population.  Cerebral 
haemorrhage  and  heart  disease  account  for  most  of  the  deaths.  In- 
fectious diseases,  influenza,  pneumonia,  conditions  associated  with 
child  bearing,  etc.,  are  not  common  causes. 


The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were:  — 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

1 

1 

2 

1—4  

5—  9 

1 

1 

10 — 14  



15—24 

1 



1 

25 — 34  

1 

1 

2 

35—44  

4 

2 

6 

45 — 54 

9 

9 

18 

55 — 64 

23 

18 

41 

65  and  over 

127 

233 

360 

Total  

167 

264 

431 

This  total  does  not  agree  with  the  official  total.  It  is  compiled 
locally.  It  shows  that  84%  of  those  who  died  were  over  65  years  of 
age.  Only  seven  deaths  affected  persons  under  35  years  of  age. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

1.  Laboratory  Provisions. 

(a)  Bacteriological : 

Any  bacteriological  work  of  a public  health  nature  is 
done  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd, 
Conway. 
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Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  give  full  and  generous 
help  in  all  matters  concerning  bacteriology  and  are  always 
ready  to  advise.  The  feature  of  the  service  is  the  quickness 
with  which  reports  come  when  speed  is  essential. 

Vaccines  and  sera  of  various  kinds  are  stored  there  and 
are  available  to  Medical  Practitioners  when  needed. 

The  following  specimens  from  Colwyn  Bay  were  sub- 
jected to  examination  and  report  during  1958: — - 


Water  43 

Milk  , 19 

Ice  Cream  88 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  784 

Faeces  ....„ 99 

Cerebrospinal  fluid  5 

Liquid  egg  14 

Miscellaneous  68 


Total  1120 


The  taking  of  liquid  egg  samples  was  part  of  a research 
enquiry,  in  which  Mr.  Roberts  and  his  staff  at  the  local 
Egg  Packing  Station  co-operated  with  this  Department. 
Some  useful  information  was  obtained  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

( b ) Pathological  and  Biochemical: 

Specimens  that  might  help  in  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  diseases  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Departments 
of  the  local  hospitals  by  doctors. 

(c)  Water: 

Water  is  tested  in  three  ways — chemical,  bacteriological 
and  colour  test  for  residual  chlorine. 

(i)  Chemical  tests: 

Water  is  analysed  for  chemical  content  at  the 
Assay  Office,  Chester.  This  test  is  a composite  one 
designed  to  reveal  contamination  by  poisonous  metals 
or  organic  matter.  The  report  gives  information  of  a 
“ long  term  ” nature,  so  frequent  chemical  tests  are 
not  necessary.  Moreover,  most  parts  of  the  test  denote 
contamination  (or  its  absence)  at  the  gathering 
ground. 

The  following  is  a report  on  a sample  taken  on  the 
12th  August,  1958:  — 
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In  parts  per  million  of  water : — 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  20.00 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates  0.25 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  8.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 

hours  at  80°F  1.48 

Free  and  Saline  ammonia  Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  v... 0.08 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  sediment  . 

Trace  of  iron  rust 

Temporary  hardness  9.00 

Permanent  hardness  Nil 

pH  value  6.50 

pH  after  Calcium  Carbonate  7.20 

Saturation  Index  — 0.70 


The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.  The 
trace  of  iron  rust  is  probably  derived  from  the  pipes. 

{Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c., 

Public  Analyst. 

(ii)  Bacteriological : 

These  are  tests  made  at  the  point  of  delivery.  They 
show  the  presence  or  absence  of  living  organisms  in 
water  that  come  from  the  tap.  Such  organisms  may 
obtain  access  at  the  gathering  ground,  through  valves 
or  burst  pipes.  These  tests  are  therefore  of  local 
significance  — one  district  may  be  having  unsatis- 
factory water  and  all  other  areas  having  good  water. 
Samples  are  therefore  taken  frequently  and  at 
varying  points  throughout  the  district.  43  samples 
were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  during 
1958. 

(iii)  Chlorine  residual  tests’. 

These  are  made  by  the  staff  of  the  Borough 
Engineer.  The  test  is  simple  and  shows  whether 
chlorine  added  to  the  water  near  the  gathering  ground 
is  excessive  or  not.  It  also  tests  the  amount  of  chlorine 
remaining  in  the  water  after  flushing  with  a con- 
centrated chlorine  mixture.  This  is  done  after  mains 
have  been  repaired,  etc. 

The  water  is  also  tested  for  Strontium  90.  This  test 
is  so  prolonged,  and  the  results  so  difficult  to  interpret, 
that  few  tests  can  be  made.  Those  that  have  been 
done  in  this  area  do  not  show  excessive  con- 
tamination. 
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(d)  Milk : 

We  live  in  a " designated  ” area.  This  means  that  only 
pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk  may  be  sold  in 
Colwyn  Bay.  I am  satisfied  that  only  pasteurised  milk  is 
safe.  Tuberculin  tested  (T.T.)  milk  should  be  pasteurised 
to  render  it  safe. 

The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  takes  samples  of 
milk  at  farms  and  pasteurising  plants.  This  work  may  be 
of  value,  but  it  does  not  guarantee  good  milk  at  the  point 
of  delivery  to  the  housewife.  For  that  reason,  the  Colwyn 
Bay  Public  Health  Inspector  took  19  samples  of  milk  at 
Dairies  and  at  the  point  of  sale. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  ambulance  service  remains  unchanged.  There  are  still  eight 
vehicles  stationed  as  follows: — Colwyn  Bay,  4 (including  one 
vehicle  reserved  for  infectious  cases)  ; Abergele,  1 ; Denbigh,  1 ; 
Llangerniew,  1 ; Llanrwst,  1. 

The  Abergele,  Denbigh  and  Llangerniew  ambulances  are  manned 
from  8 a.m.  until  5.30  p.m.  by  full-time  paid  drivers.  The  Colwyn 
Bay  vehicles  were,  until  late  in  the  year,  served  entirely  by 
volunteers,  but  with  the  growth  in  the  number  of  calls  from  581 
in  1948,  to  3,287  in  1958,  the  task  of  giving  adequate  service  be- 
came overwhelming  and  the  Corps  engaged  one  man  to  take 
charge  of  the  light  ambulance  by  day. 

On  the  administrative  side,  my  staff  has  been  reinforced  by  a 
clerk,  Mr.  Eric  Evans  Hughes,  who  has  had  long  and  wide  ex- 
pereince  in  the  administration  of  ambulance  services. 

The  increasing  number  of  calls  for  transport  is  alarming.  The 
following  table  shows  the  trend  in  recent  years:  — 


1948 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Accidents  

72 

101 

75 

79 

91 

112 

Transport  to  and  from  Hospital 

193 

1113 

1060 

1363 

1250 

2983 

Admission  to  Nursing  Homes  .... 

91 

82 

101 

44 

40 

96 

House  to  house  transport  

99 

28 

9 

17 

17 

27 

Out  of  district  transport  

127 

221 

101 

69 

53 

69 

Total  Mileage  

23033 

20211 

19289 

19497 

17544 

28585 

Ambulance  hours 

1174 

1518 

1516 

1773 

1537 

2460 

Personnel  Hours 

4698 

8172 

7824 

7924 

7230 

9844 

Total  Cases  

581 

1452 

1235 

1572 

1451 

3287 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Colwyn 
Bay  Corps  in  1957  was  due  to  a farming  out  of  the  work  — the 
Abergele  and  Llangerniew  ambulances  helped  the  harassed  volun- 
teers. In  1958,  the  Corps  was  able  to  undertake  its  own  work 
because  it  had  a full  time  paid  driver. 
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The  British  Railway  Commission  has  organised  a very  satis- 
factory transport  service  that  can  be  put  into  use  at  the  request  of 
the  Ambulance  officer.  Those  patients  who  have  used  it  have 
found  it  much  quicker  and  more  comfortable  than  road  vehicle 
transport. 

First  Aid : 

The  members  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Division  attended 
Sports  meetings,  Shows,  and  other  meetings  where  First  Aid  might 
be  needed.  In  1958,  they  attended  392  patients  and  gave  2,262 
hours’  service.  Not  the  least  of  their  work  was  the  attendance  with 
their  mobile  caravan  on  the  Promenade  between  Whit-week  and 
the  end  of  September. 

Clinics. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows:  — 

{a)  At  Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road. 

Monday  : 

(1)  Family  Planning. 

This  is  provided  by  a voluntary  committee  but  meets 
in  the  Clinic  premises  and  co-ordinates  its  work  with 
other  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

Tuesday: 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Centre,  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m 
Wednesday  : 

(3)  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.,  by  appointment  made  at 
the  Tuesday  Clinic  or  through  the  Health  Visitor. 

(4)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  for  school  children,  by 
appointment. 

(5)  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  schoolchildren,  by  appointment. 
Thursday : 

(6)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.,  alternate  weeks, 
Friday: 

(7)  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  alternate  weeks,  at  2 p.m. 

(b)  At  Llysfaen  Church  House. 

Monday  : 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  2.30  p.m.,  on  alternate  weeks. 

(c)  At  Mochdre  Village  Hall : 

Monday  : 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  2.30  p.m.,  on  alternate  weeks 
with  Llysfaen  Clinic. 

Day  Nursery : There  is  no  day  nursery  in  the  town. 
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Water  Supply. 

There  is  no  change  to  record  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district. 
Much  work  has  been  done  in  renovating  and  replacing  water 
mains.  Developments  are  not  likely  to  be  extensive  until  the 
Government’s  plans  for  re-organising  the  water  authorities  have 
been  finalised. 

There  are  still  152  houses  without  a piped  water  supply.  These 
are  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  each  year  they  are 
so  short  of  water  that  tanks  have  to  be  fitted  on  lorries  to  carry 
water  to  them.  No  doubt  the  proposed  alterations  in  control  will 
secure  for  these  and  surrounding  areas,  a good  supply  of  water, 
and  the  streams  that  run  through  the  Borough  will  secure  a bigger 
supply  of  sewage.  I cannot  welcome  any  scheme  which  dissociates 
water  distribution  from  water  disposal. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Campbell,  b.sc.  (tech.)  a.m.i.c.e., 
a.m.i.w.e.,  the  Engineer  to  the  Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint 
Water  Board,  for  the  following  statement:  — 

" The  following  are  the  records  of  the  rainfall  at  Cowlyd  Lake, 
and  the  consumption  of  water  within  the  Borough  of  Colwyn 
Bay  during  the  year  1958.” 


RAINFALL 


Month 

Tanuarv  

Inches 

....  12.32 

No.  of  days  with 
0.01  inches  or  more 

18 

February  

....  15.53 

18 

March  

2.89 

12 

April  

2.30 

8 

May  

8.27 

20 

Tune  

3.83 

13 

July  

7.62 

13 

August  

5.57 

20 

September  

9.60 

16 

October  

7.28 

16 

November  

3.34 

11 

Pecember  

4.77 

14 

Total  

....  83.32  . 
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CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER 


January  

87,469,700 

gallons 

February  

36,260,000 

} } 

March  

39,993,100 

9 } 

April  

38,979,000 

} } 

May  

41,440,800 

y } 

June  

41,901,000 

y y 

July  

43,884,300 

y y 

August  

44,423,000 

y y 

September  

38,880,000 

) y 

October  

39,283,200 

y y 

November  

36,636,000 

y ) 

December  

37,894,400 

Total  

477,044,500 

gallons 

{Signed)  J.  M.  Campbell,  Engineer. 

SEA  WATER 

8 samples  of  sea  water  were  submitted  to  test ; 7 were  satis- 
factory, 1 was  not. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Mr.  T.  H .Evans,  Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  to  the  Denbighshire  County  Council,  has  supplied  me  with 
the  following  statement:  — 

“ Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
in  the  Borough  of  Colwyn  Bay,  during  the  year  ended  81st 


December,  1958.” 
Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-standard 

Milk  

39 

39 

— 

Butter  

1 

1 

— - 

Margarine  

1 

1 

— . 

Cheese  

1 

1 

— - 

Cakes  

1 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley  

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste  

1 

1 

Sausages  

3 

3 

— - 

Suet  

1 

1 

- — 

Vinegar  

1 

1 

— 

Potted  Shrimps  .... 

1 

1 

■ — 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

6 

6 

— 

Coffee  

1 

1 

— 

Beer  

1 

1 

— 

Article 

No.  Taken 

Not  Genuine  or 
Genuine  Sub-Standard 

Gin  

1 

1 — 

Port  Style  Wine  

1 

1 — 

Amm.  Tine,  of  Quinine 

1 

1 — 

Tine,  of  Iodine  

1 

1 — 

Totals  

..  64 

64  — 

All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 

{Signed)  Thos.  H.  Evans, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

Wrexham. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  was  very  little  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year.  I would  not  suggest  that  no  other 
(un-notified)  cases  occurred.  The  attitude  of  the  public  and  of  the 
medical  profession  to,  for  example,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Puer- 
peral Pyrexia  and  Scarlet  Fever,  has  changed  with  the  years. 
These  diseases  are  usually  so  mild  and  so  easily  controlled  by  anti- 
biotics that  the  careful  enquiry  into  cause,  the  search  for  contacts, 
etc.,  is  often  regarded  as  an  imposition,  and  notification  therefore 
wilfully  neglected.  As  long  as  these  diseases  remain  under  control 
perhaps  we  need  not  worry  too  much,  but  they  may  not  remain  so. 
In  bygone  centuries,  Scarlet  Fever  has  had  periods  of  severe 
virulence  alternating  with  periods  of  mildness. 


U U H % 
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Diphtheria  — — — — — — — 

Pul.  Tuberculosis  .... 

18  — 

2 

1 

8 

7 

— 

Non-Pul.  do 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Measles  

15  — 

7 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Oph.  Neonatarum  ..  — — — — — — — 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

1 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Primary  Pneumonia  . 

6 — 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  — — — — — — — 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  

43  — 

10 

11 

11 

10 

1 

13 


It  is  noteworthy  that  only  one  case  of  Whooping  Cough  was 
notified.  This  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  since  notification  of 
this  disease  began.  On  31st  December,  1958,  there  were  2,275 
children  under  15  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  in  Colwyn 
Bay,  and  another  841  who  were  last  given  a booster  more  than  five 
years  ago  and  who,  therefore,  may  not  be  fully  protected,  i.e., 
3,116  children  have  been  protected.  There  was  less  activity  in  im- 
munisation against  this  disease  than  usual  because  of  the  very 
active  campaign  against  poliomyelitis. 

1,684  children  were  protected  against  Poliomyelitis.  Public  in- 
terest in  ‘ ‘ Polio  ’ ’ vaccination  was  not  aroused  effectively  until 
1959,  when  the  death  of  a prominent  athlete  resulted  in  many 
persons  over  15  years  of  age  coming  to  the  Clinics.  I have  also 
visited  works  in  the  Spring  of  1959. 

178  persons  received  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  (i.e., 
77%  of  the  number  of  children  born  in  1958). 

Tuberculosis . 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  against  any  person  employed 
in  the  Milk  Trade  or  to  require  the  removal  of  any  person  to 
hospital  (under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 
Health  Acts). 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  past  twelve  years. 


Deaths Notifications 

Non-  Non- 

Year  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

1947  12  2 16  5 

1948  6 0 21  6 

1949  8 1 20  5 

1950  2 1 27  1 

1951  3 0 15  1 

1952  4 1 21  5 

1953  5 0 22  5 

1954  4 0 35  1 

1955  1 0 13  0 

1956  2 0 13  3 

1957  2 1 15  4 

1958  2 0 18  1 


The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  attends  in  Colwyn  Bay  every  third  Wed- 
nesday. In  1958,  the  Unit  was  stationed  at  the  Clinic,  Nan-y-Glyn 
Road.  There  the  attendance  was  moderately  satisfactory.  In  1959, 
it  was  moved  to  behind  the  Town  Hall — a more  central  position — 
and  the  attendances  have  improved  considerably.  901  persons 
attended  in  1958  at  15  sessions. 
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Analysis  showing  Type  of  Examinee 


Type  of  Examinee : Colwyn  Bay  Location 

General  Population  Volunteers  511 

G.P.  Referrals  138 

National  Service  Recruits  48 

Civil  Servants  and  L.G.O’s  65 

School  Children  24 

Teaching  Staff  13 

Students  10 

Contacts  2 

Hospital  Staff  9 

Factory  Groups  . 81 


Total  901 


Abnormalities  found : 

(1)  Referred  for  further  investigation  49  (or  26%) 

(2)  Other  Pulmonary  Abnormalities  (not  le- 

quiring  further  observations)  39 


Total  Abnormal  ...  88  (or  27%) 


The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  year  was:  — 

On  Register  1-1-58: 


Pulmonary — 

Male  56 

Female  48 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male  6 

Female  8 


118 


On  Register  31-12-58: 


Pulmonary — 

Male  60 

Female  51 

N on-Pulmonary — 

Male  5 

Female  7 


123 


Dr.  J.  B.  Morrison,  m.d.,  b.sc.,  the  Consultant  Physician,  in- 
torms  me  that  attendances  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  Chest  Clinic  during 


1 958  were  as  follows : — 

No.  of  new  patients  examined  107 

No.  of  new  contacts  examined  54 

No.  of  new  notified  cases  12 

No.  of  new  Transfer-in  cases  4 


Total  number  of  cases  examined  at  the  Clinic  ...  888 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  following  report  has  been  given  me  by  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  on  work  carried  out  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber, 1958:  — 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  1958,  my 
first  Annual  Report  since  being  appointed  your  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  January  last  year. 

It  has  been  an  extraordinary  year,  one  of  experiment,  re- 
search, ‘ make-do-and-mend, ’ and  yet  of  a deal  achieved. 

Having  been  without  assistance  for  nearly  twelve  months, 
many  aspects  of  my  work  have  received  too  little  attention  and,  in 
particular,  one  principal  subject  — food  hygiene.  Indirectly,  how- 
ever, this  has  been  given  attention  as  refuse  collection,  refuse 
disposal,  the  abattoir  and  meat  inspection,  have  been  given  priority 
treatment  in  an  endeavour  to  remedy  very  serious  deficiencies. 

Mr.  Pritchard  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  In- 
spector in  July,  1958,  and  slowly  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  has  been  brought  up  to  date.” 

GENERAL  SUMMARY 


Complaints  received  and  attended  to  1608 

No.  of  Nuisances  found  787 

,,  ,,  Houses  which  were  inspected  for  nuisances  448 

,,  ,,  Nuisances  abated  786 

,,  ,,  Nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand  1 

,,  ,,  Drains  & fittings  tested  with  colour,  smell  or  smoke  150 

,,  ,,  Revisits  to  Nuisances,  work  in  progress,  etc 1474 

,,  ,,  Preliminary  Notices  served  for  Nuisances  814 

,,  ,,  Formal  Notices  and  Order  served  for  Nuisances  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  103 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  25 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Schools  28 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  Visits  293 

,,  ,,  Inspection  made  to  Dance  Halls,  Cinemas  and  other 

places  of  Entertainment  65 

,,  ,,  Enquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases  15 

,,  ,,  Visits  re  Water  Supply  84 

,,  ,,  Special  Housing  Inspections  .., 68 

,,  ,,  Houses  let-in-lodgings  83 

,,  ,,  Visits  re  keeping  animals,  stables,  piggeries  241 

,,  ,,  Inspections  re  Rats  and  Mice  40 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  etc 145 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS 


No.  of  Stopped  Drains  254 

,,  ,,  Defective  Drains  34 

,,  ,,  Defective  or  Stopped  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools  ....  30 

,,  ,,  Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  and  Fittings  17 

,,  ,,  Dirty  conditions  of  houses,  outhouses  and  yards  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Defective  or  new  Inspection  Chambers  19 

,,  ,,  Defective  Sink  and  Waste  Pipes  14 

,,  ,,  Burst  Water  Pipes  12 

,,  ,,  Defective  Roofs — Houses  and  Outbuildings  10 

,,  ,,  Defective  Floors  and  Doors  in  Rooms  10 

,,  ,,  Defective  Paving  of  Yards  and  Outhouses  3 

,,  ,,  Defective  Eaves  and  Downspouting  20 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (outside)  23 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (inside)  15 

,,  ,,  Accumulations — manure  and  other  refuse  17 

,,  ,,  Dilapidated  Ashbins  11 

,,  ,,  Defective  Plastering  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  8 

,,  ,,  Damp  Conditions  in  Houses  5 15 

,,  ,,  Insufficient  or  unsatisfactory  Washing  accommoda- 
tion   4 

,,  ,,  New  pedestals  W.C 19 

,,  ,,  Choked  Road  Ditches  5 

,,  ,,  Defective  Grates  4 

,,  ,,  Defective  Window  Frames,  etc 4 

,,  ,,  Defective  Chimneys  6 

,,  ,,  Drains  reconstructed  46 

,,  ,,  Sinks  discharging  to  surface  water  drain  6 

,,  ,,  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  Animals  9 

,,  ,,  House-let-in-lodgings  byelaws  contraventions  5 

Nuisances  from  Premises  other  than  Dwellings : 

Shops,  Offices,  Garages  and  Miscellaneous  9 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

No.  of  Water  Samples’. — 

Bact.  Chem.  Sat.  Unsat. 

Town  Mains  14  2 12  4 

Wells  and  Streams  13  — 2 11 

Divellings  without  Mains  supply  into  houses — 

Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  24 

Houses  supplied  by  common  standpipes  68 

Houses  supplied  by  individual  standpipes  60 


152 
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DRAINAGE 


This  is  still  a very  important  aspect  of  our  work  and  one  which 
constantly  requires  our  attention.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing statistics,  a great  deal  has  been  attended  to  in  ensuring 
that  all  is  maintained  satisfactorily.  Surface  water,  or  neutral 
ground  water,  causing  annoyance  in  and  about  properties,  is  one 
of  our  most  difficult  problems  ; the  remedy,  after  long  exhaustive 
testing  to  locate  a source,  is  frequently  extremely  difficult  to 


apply. 

Surface  Water  Outfall,  Drainage 

Inspections  of  private  properties  for  sullage  water  gaining 

access  to  surface  water  drains  1821 

Choked  drains  found  and  reported  by  Department  Operator  288 

Choked  drains  cleared  by  Depart  Operator  14 

Defective  drains  reported  by  Department  Operator  14 

Drain  Tests  [a)  Colour  98 

( b ) Smoke  Tests  82 

(c)  Hydraulic — new  drains  24 

Choked  or  defective  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools  inspected  ...  17 

Burst  water  services  reported  6 

Choked  road  gullies  reported  12 


DISINFECTION 

Dwellings  disinfected — No.  of  rooms  

Infected  articles  to  Isolation  Hospital  

Infected  articles  destroyed  


DISINFESTATION 

Dwellings  disinfested:  No.  of  rooms  88 

Business  premises  disinfested:  No.  of  rooms  1 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  eradication  of  rats  and  mice  is  still  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant duties  of  a Local  Authority  and  the  following  tables  show 
how  this  work  is  dealt  with. 

Further,  the  figures  also  show  how  remarkably  free  we  are  from 
these  pests — a situation  which  must  not  ever  give  rise  to  com- 
placency when  considering  the  disease  and  destruction  of  foodstuffs 
which  is  directly  attributable  to  them, 
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Rodent  Disinfestation : 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  test-baited  .. 1238 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  poison  treatment  re- 
quired   126 

Inspections  of  sewer  manholes  1479 


Corporation  Estates’. 


Manholes  and  Inspection  Chambers 

Poison 

Treatment 

Test  Baited 

Required 

Number  inspected  and  treated 

....  2062 

45 

No.  of  properties  visited’. 

Business  premises  

83 

Rats  4 

Mice  19 

Private  dwellings  

....  1903 

13 

45 

Council  dwellings  

7 

4 

3 

Agricultural  properties  

....  320 

12 

1 

Number  of  Treatments  carried  out 

in  Tip  areas 

....  13 

Number  of  Treatments  on  Tip  

....  2 

PEST  CONTROL 


This  very  important  subject  has  not  been  reported  upon  before, 
but  I feel  that  you  ought  to  be  aware  of  the  endeavours  of  the 
department,  and  others  concerned,  in  dealing  with  complaints  in 
respect  of  pests  other  than  rats  or  mice. 

Firstly : Rabbits. — This  pest  is  on  the  increase  again  and 
many  requests  are  made  for  a treatment  for  their  eradication.  It 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and 
they  provide  an  efficient  service  on  request. 


Secondly,  Wasps. — A pest  which  is  not  designated  for  ex- 
termination treatment  by  statute  but  which  causes  extreme  hard- 
ship and  nuisance  at  time^,  particularly  to  elderly  folk. 

The  Department  do  not  undertake  a disinfestation  service,  but 
do  accept  complaints  which  are  directly  given  attention  by  a 
private  contractor. 


Finally,  ants  and  other  similar  crawling  insects. — Many  requests 
are  received  for  treatment  or  help  to  eradicate  insects  from  the 
house  and  a service  is  provided  which  is  in  much  demand  by_the 


Farms — 

Visited  58 

No.  of  Infestations  Q 

Stables — 

Visited  14 

No.  of  Infestations  1 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  0 

Piggeries — 

Visited  26 

No.  of  Infestations  2 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  9 

Poultry  Keepers — 

Poultry  Keepers  (known)  and  visited  190 

No.  of  Infestations  5 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  11 


Continued  efforts  by  the  Department  have  been  so  successful 
that  no  serious  infestations  of  sewers,  drains,  tip  or  other  premises 
has  occurred. 

In  each  instance  when  infestation  has  been  found,  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  requested  to  undertake  treatment  for  the 
eradication  of  the  rodents. 
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Report  to  the  Ministry  for  12  months  ended  3lst  March,  1959. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Report  to  the  Ministry  for  12  months  ended  31st  March,  1959. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  attention 
drawn  to  defects  and  unsatisfactory  conditions.  These  were  always 
attended  to  promptly. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Registered  Premises  (Sec.  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955):  — 


1.  Cooked  meats  manufacturer  2 

2.  Sausage  manufacturer- — Butchers'  shops  18 

3.  Ice  Cream:  ( a ) Manufacture  2 

lb)  Sale  and/or  storage  119 

Food  Premises  ♦ 


o’ 

& 

No.  of  Visits 

Notices  re 
unsatisfact’y 
factory 
conditions 

Bakehouses  

15 

92 

12 

Food  preparing  premises  

2 

17 

1* 

Fried  Fish  shops  

11 

42 

4 

Butchers'  shops  

30 

90 

15 

General  Food  premises  

143 

83 

19 

Ice  Cream  premises  

117 

167 

12 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc 

52 

121 

21 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors  

47 

91 

5 

Canteen,  Nursing  Homes,  Hospital 

Kitchens  

15 

19 

3 

Licensed  premises  

32 

67 

2 

Wet  Fish  Shops  

12 

32 

2 

UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS 


A large  quantity  of  meat,  fish  and  other  foodstuffs,  was  in- 
spected on  request  of  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  the  town  and  the 
details  of  that  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  are  listed 
below. 

Surrender  enables  the  owner  of  the  foodstuffs  to  obtain  credit  or 
replacement  on  the  production  of  a certificate  issued  by  this  De- 
partment. This  system  works  exceedingly  well,  and  when  in  any 
doubt  the  trader  does  call  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  expert 
advice  he  is  ensuring  that  any  doubtful  commodity  is  not  offered 
to  the  public  for  human  consumption. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  of  foreign  matter  in  food- 
stuffs, and  each  incident  was  fully  investigated  before  warnings 
were  issued  to  the  person  responsible. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  FROM  SHOPS 


Tinned  Meat,  Ham  and  Fish  278  tins 

Vegetables  1680  tins 

Fresh  Meat  362  lbs. 

Fresh  Fish  5 stones 

Poultry  187  lbs. 

Miscellaneuos  tins  483  tins 

Potatoes  4 boxes 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  importance  of  food  hygiene  cannot  be  over-stressed,  but  the 
reluctance  of  the  public  in  tackling  a shopkeeper  over  a bad 
practise  or  of  reporting  it  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  quite 
remarkable. 

The  co-operation  of  the  food  traders  with  the  inspectorate  is 
good  and  they  are  responding  well  to  our  demands,  but  as 
mentioned  in  my  opening  remarks,  I regret  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible to  give  the  attention  to  this  major  aspect  of  our  work  that 
is  required.  The  position  has  now  greatly  altered  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  assistance  and  food  hygiene  is  now  again  to  the  fore-front. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  now  four  manufacturers  of  ice-cream,  all  using  a 
complete  cold  mix  proprietory  brand,  the  remainder  all  retail  pre- 
packed ice  cream. 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination:  — 
Examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory , Conway : 

Provisional  Grades 
1 2 3 4 

88  samples  56  10  7 7 

This  grading  is  still  ‘ ‘ provisional ’ ’ and  is  not  a statutory 
standard.  However,  ice  cream  dealers  are  co-operating  willingly  to 
ensure  that  the  public  receive  a commodity  of  a good  bacterial 
standard. 

The  results  of  the  samples  are  sent  to  all  retailers  and  producers 
and  any  unsatisfactory  samples  are  immediately  investigated  and 
suggested  improvements  in  methods  of  handling,  treatment  of 
equipment,  etc.,  are  readily  carried  out. 

ORANGE  JUICE 

Orange  Juice  is  manufactured  by  one  Dairy  in  the  town.  The 
whole  orange  is  used  and  is  cleansed,  peeled,  processed,  heat- 
treated,  bottled  and  chilled  in  a specially  constructed  building. 

3 samples  examined — result:  sterile. 
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FOOD  TRANSPORT 


Attention  has  been  given  to  the  transportation  by  road  of  food- 
stuffs. Vehicle  design  and  construction  for  this  purpose  has  greatly 
improved  but  bad  handling  of  produce  is  still  prevalent. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  are  now  only  six  retailers  of  milk  in  the  Borough  and  only 
two  of  these  operate  directly  from  pasteurising  plants.  Milk  is  de- 
livered to  the  others  at  various  depots  in  the  bottles  ready  for 
distribution. 

There  are  also  two  producer-retailers  operating  in  the  town 
selling  their  own  farm  bottled  Tuberculin  tested  milk. 

The  selling  of  milk  in  bottles  from  shops  (usually  grocers’)  has 
increased  tremendously  during  the  past  few  years  whilst  the  small 
retail  dairy  has  disappeared. 

The  problem  of  the  dirty  bottle  does  not  diminish,  and  one 
wonders  why  it  should  be  used  so  extensively  for  hair  shampoo 
mixes  or  for  parafin,  etc.,  and  why,  after  use,  the  simple  expedient 
of  rinsing  the  bottle  before  it  is  returned  to  the  dairy  should  be  so 
often  neglected,  not  only  by  the  housewife,  but  by  the  larger  con- 
sumers— hotels  and  boarding  houses. 

Regular  sampling  of  milk  coming  to  the  dairies  for  pasteurisation 
is  undertaken  and  it  is  evident  that  a vast  improvement  is  taking 
place  at  the  farms  because  the  amount  of  milk  now  rejected  as  un- 
satisfactory is  much  reduced. 


Examinations : 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Undesignated  for  Pasteurisation  

290 

1 

291 

Tuberculin  Tested  for  pasteurisation 

270 

— 

270 

Tuberculin  Tested  (pasteurised)  

7 

— 

7 

Pasteurised  

10 



10 

Tuberculin  Tested  

2 

2 

Retailers  Licensed  for  sale  of  milk : 

Tuberculin  Tested — Farm  bottled  

..  11 

TnT'iprmlin  Tpc;tprl  

..  11 

Pfl<;tpnrRpd  

..  44 

Pasteurised  T T 

..  20 

^tprihVpd  

..  84 

Producer  / Retailer  

..  2 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

100%  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Public  Abattoir  is  maintained, 
but  it  necessitates  my  working  late  many  evenings  and  every 
Sunday.  This  is  an  absolutely  essential  service  which  has  been 
given  a deal  of  publicity,  nationally,  and  yet  I believe  it  is  little 
realised  the  extent  of  the  hours  put  in  by  Inspectors  each  week. 

New  legislation  appertaining  to  Slaughterhouses  becomes  opera- 
tive during  1959,  but  in  anticipation  of  these  requirements  much 
work  to  upgrade  the  general  standard  at  the  Abattoir  is  being 
undertaken  and  major  works  to  improve  the  premises  still  further 
are  scheduled  for  1959-60. 

Co-operation  with  the  local  butchers,  with  the  wholesalers,  the 
Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  and  with  all  the  various  traders 
using  the  premises,  could  not  be  better. 

Cysticercus  Bovis : 

I am  able  to  report  again  that  no  case  of  this  parasite  was 
located  in  any  animal  slaughtered  this  year. 

Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  1958:  — 

No.  of  Animals  slaughtered  by  local  Butchers : 

Sheep  and 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Revenue 

544  21  8130  497  £743/1/8 

No.  of  Animals  slaughtered,  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corpor’n : 

Sheep  and 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Revenue 

1299  41  10626  1244  £1418/4/4 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned : 


Cattle  ex. 
Cows 

No.  inspected  1612 

No.  killed  1612 

Cows 

231 

231 

Calves 

62 

62 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

18756 

18756 

Sows 

27 

27 

Pigs 

1714 

1714 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   2 

16 

4 

26 

0 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ..  273 

57 

0 

1428 

1 

19 

27 


Cattle  ex. 

Sheep  and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Sows 

Percentage  of  the 
No.  inspected  affec- 
ted with  diseases 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

17.8 

13.6 

6.5 

7.8 

3.7 

Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcase  con- 
demned   

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  the 
No.  inspected  affec- 
ted with  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

UNSOUND  MEAT 

FROM 

ABATTOIR 

The  majority  of  carcases  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption were  received  as  casualty  animals. 

The  incidence  of  liver  fluke  infesting  animal  livers  is  quite 
alarming  and  the  Ministry  Officials  are  also  very  perturbed  about 


this  troublesome  pest. 

Beef : 

0 Cows — Gen.  T.B Nil 

16  Cows — Other  Diseases  , 7937  lbs. 

0 Oxen — Gen.  T.B Nil 

2 Oxen — Other  Diseases  820  lbs. 

Part  Carcases — L.T.B Nil 

Part  Carcase — Other  Diseases  481  lbs. 

Lungs,  Livers,  etc. — L.T.B Nil 

Lungs,  Livers,  etc. — Other  Diseases  7106  lbs. 

Pork : 

5 Pigs — Other  Diseases  564  lbs. 

0 Pigs — Gen  T.B Nil 

Part  Carcase — L.T.B 68  lbs. 

Part  Carcase — Other  Diseases  105  lbs. 

Plucks  and  Livers — T.B Nil 

Plucks  and  Livers — Other  Diseases  192  lbs. 

Veal: 

0 Calves — Gen.  T.B Nil 

4 Calves— Other  Diseases  206  lbs. 

Part  Carcases — L.T.B Nil 

Part  Carcases — Other  Diseases  Nil 

Plucks— T.B Nil 

Plucks — Other  Diseases  31  lbs. 
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Mutton  and  Lamb : 

26  Carcases  (emaciation,  etc.)  763  lbs. 

Part  Carcases  (bruises,  etc.)  24  lbs. 

Heads,  Plucks,  Livers  1309  lbs. 


The  greater  proportion  of  this  unsound  meat  is  dyed  to  identify 
it,  and  it  is  removed  as  often  as  required  by  one  of  two  approved 
dealers.  The  remainder,  primarily  liver,  is  collected  daily  for  use 
at  a local  mink  farm. 

No  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  located  in  any  bovine  animal 
slaughtered  last  year  and  only  localised  conditions  in  pigs,  most 
of  which  came  from  one  piggery,  were  found. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  415 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (including  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 


human  habitation  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  re- 
spects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  148 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notice : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  134 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  — 

{a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  — - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

{a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  & 17  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  2 

(3)  Houses  scheduled,  scheme  for  upgrading  accepted  . 2 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act 
1957,  Closing  Orders  as  to  part  of  a building  

(3)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  de- 
termined, the  tenement  or  rooms  having  been 


rendered  fit  — 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  40 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Corporation  48 

Number  of  flats  built  by  the  Corporation  54 


HOUSING 

Work  is  well  advanced  on  the  clearing  of  unfit  properties  under 
the  Slum  Clearance  programme.  Houses  that  have  been  placed  in 
categories  to  be  dealt  with  after  the  completion  of  this  programme 
are,  in  many  instances,  being  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard 
by  their  respective  owners  with  or  without  grant  aid,  and  has  en- 
tailed a great  deal  of  work  by  the  Inspectors. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  made  initially  to  the 
Borough  Surveyor  as  they  require  Building  Bye-law  approval  and 
frequently  Town  and  Country  Planning  approval.  Inspections  are 
then  made  by  us  both  in  respect  of  achieving  a very  satisfactory 
standard  in  all  respects,  and  to  ensure  that  on  completion  of  the 
approved  improvement  work  and  also  of  repair,  that  the  property 
will  substantially  remain  fit  for  habitation  for  not  less  than  fifteen 


years. 

No.  of  houses  visited  on  Improvement  Grant  application  35 

No.  of  applications  approved  15 

No.  of  houses  improved  6 

Total  No.  of  families  re-housed  (April  ,1958/March,  1959)  ...  62 

Overcrowding  relieved — Colwyn  Bay  standard  26 

Overcrowding  P.H.  Act,  1936,  Statutory  standard  9 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 


The  figures  in  the  table  below  do  not  reflect  anything  like  the 
amount  of  work  which  the  Department  has  had  to  undertake  in 
connection  with  this  new  Statute. 

Tenants  and  owners,  alike,  have  made  innumerable  visits  for 
information,  and  in  addition  to  the  formal  action  shown 
in  the  table,  a very  great  deal  of  work  has  been  achieved  in  the 
Borough — this  is  most  noticeable  in  the  terraced  roads — even  if  it 
has  meant  only  a minor  overhaul  of  external  fittings  and  a coat 


of  paint,  the  first  for  many  years. 

Applications  for  Certificates  10 

Number  issued  3 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  7 

Applications  for  cancellation  of  certificates  1 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  1 


CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  eight  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  town  and  they  are 
all  very  well  conducted.  The  sites  have  been  well  maintained, 
having  been  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy  at  all  times.  Co-operation 
with  owners  could  not  be  better. 

Again  many  organised  parties  visited  and  camped  in  the 
Borough — Scouts,  Boys’  Brigade,  etc.  They  were  all  well  con- 
trolled and  maintained  and  a credit  to  the  boys  and  their  officers. 

A new  venture — holiday  chalets — was  undertaken  by  a firm  at 
Llanddulas  Hall.  This  proved  successful  after  some  very  hectic 
planning  and  work  on  a difficult  site.  There  is  still  very  much  to 
do  before  the  project  is  complete.  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
this  is  going  ahead  at  quite  a pace. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

A few  complaints  are  still  received  about  smoke  nuisances  from 
factory  chimneys,  but  no  case  of  statutory  nuisance  has  been  re- 
corded. 

Managements  have  been  most  co-operative  and  are  most  anxious 
to  avoid  any  smoke,  knowing  that  it  really  is  true  to  say  “ that  it 
is  money  going  up  in  smoke  ” instead  of  working  for  them. 

The  coal  situation  has  vastly  improved  now  and  more  regular 
supplies  of  the  grade  of  coal  required  are  available. 

Smoke  from  domestic  chimnevs  is  a far  more  serious  problem 
and  one  which  the  town  is  far  too  complacent  about,  but  one  which 
is  very  real. 
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Further,  smoke  from  the  householder  burning  garden  refuse  is 
a great  nuisance,  which  is  quite  unnecessary.  The  earth 
needs  the  goodness  of  this  material  composted,  otherwise  the  ad- 
dition of  artificial  fertilizers  destroys  the  humus  of  the  soil,  the  very 
essence  of  plant  life.  If  it  is  impracticable  to  compost,  then,  on  re- 
quest, the  Department  will  collect  this  garden  refuse  at  a small 
cost. 


PUBLIC  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

All  places  of  entertainment  requiring  Singing,  Dancing  and 
Music  licences,  have  to  be  inspected  at  least  once  during  the  year, 
and  requisite  certificates  that  the  premises  were  satisfactory  sent 
to  the  Licensing  Magistrates. 

59  visits  were  made  inspecting  fire  fighting  appliances,  exits, 
general  cleanliness  and  conveniences,  etc.  Any  required  work  has 
always  been  carried  out  promptly.  I am  able  to  report  that  no 
complaints  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  received  in  respect  of 
any  of  these  premises. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Very  few  visits  have  been  possible  this  year,  but  I am  able  to 
say  that  in  no  instances  were  any  premises  found  wanting. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  persons  licenced  under  this  Act  in  the  Borough. 
Conditions  restricting  the  number  and  type  of  birds  and  fishes  to 
be  kept  are  attached  to  the  licences.  The  premises  are  inspected 
regularly  and  conditions  are  invariably  found  satisfactory. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  privately-owned  public  swimming  pool  at  Rhos-on-Sea  is 
regularly  inspected  and  samples  of  water  are  submitted  for  ex- 
amination. Constant  treatment,  filtration,  chlorination  and  aeration 
ensures  a high  standard  of  the  sea- water  in  this  pool.  Regular  spot 
tests  for  residual  chlorine  are  carried  out  each  day. 

At  Llanddulas  Hall  the  swimming  pool  has  been  re-opened  for 
use  by  the  Chalet  occupiers,  and  here  a hand  treatment  prescribed 
by  a local  firm  of  water  treatment  experts  ensures  a high  standard. 
Samples  of  the  water  are  regularly  submitted  to  the  Health 
Laboratory  at  Conway  for  examination. 
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25th  August,  1959. 


6.  Gross  Expend,  per  ton  . 

7.  Gross  Salvage  

8.  Gross  Income  per  ton  .. 

9.  Gross  Salvage  

10.  Net  cost  per  1,000  pop. 

11.  Total  cost  per  1,000 
houses  or  premises  from 
which  refuse  is  collected 

3.  Gross  Income  

4.  Gross  Salvage  

5.  Net  costs  

Revenue  Account 

1.  Gross  Expenditure : 

Refuse  Collection  

2.  Salvage  

£ s.  d. 
1 13  5 

5 

£953.17 

£2,368.65 

20,884 

Included 

£ 

21,140 

256 

1.  Collection,  including  or 
excluding  Depreciation  and 
Loan  Charges 

£ s.  d. 
1 13  2 

5 

£940.17 

£2,336.55 

CO 

o 

Vi 

CO 

CO 

Excluded 

£ 

20,855 

256 

15.61 

£38.80 

£ s.  d. 

2 2 

5 12  0 

4 

8 0 3 

£81.47 
65.86  cr. 

31?2 

'*-0  04 

CO  04  -O 

CO  O'  o 

Included 

£ 

2,121 

3,349 

2.  Disposal,  including  or  ex- 
cluding Depreciation  and 
Loan  Charges 

12.37 

£31.65 

£ s.  d. 

2 1 

5 12  0 

4 

8 0 3 

£78.23 
65.86  cr. 

CO 

CO 

5,407 

336 

4,792 

Excluded 

£ 

2,058 

3,349 

968.78 

£2,407.45 

£ s.  d. 

1 15  7 

5 12  0 

9 

8 0 3 

1,034.64 
65.86  cr. 

21,226 

Included 

£ 

26,610 

5,384 

1 Total,  including  or  excluding 
Depreciation  and  Loan 
Charges 

952.54 

£2,368.20 

£ s.  d. 

1 15  3 

5 12  0 

9 

8 0 3 

1,018.40 
65.86  cr. 

i 20,878 

Excluded 

£ 

26,262 

5,384 

83 


33 

m 

-n 

c 

co 

m 

o 

o 


m 

o 

H 

O 


> 

z 

□ 

□ 

co 

■D 

O 

CO 

> 


o 


-< 

CD 

65 


00 

> 

-< 


BOROUGH  OF  COLWYN 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


During  recent  years  the  Department  has  found  it  impossible  to 
maintain  a weekly  collection  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough  all  the 
year  round,  and  by  1958  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  provide  a 
weekly  service  except  for  Trade  refuse,  and  this  was  only  possible 
by  increasing  the  gang  by  an  additional  collector. 

It  is  of  interest  to  look  at  the  remarkable  change  that  has  taken 
place  sincel939,  without  a big  change  in  the  Department. 

In  1939,  23  men  and  five  vehicles  were  employed  on  the  col- 
lection of  refuse  from  21,240  persons  occupying  6,256  houses  ; a 
total  of  9,677  tons  of  refuse  collected  at  a rate  of  24.9  cwts.  per 
1,000  population  per  day. 

During  1957,  27  men  and  six  vehicles  collected  from  22,020 
persons  occupying  7,647  houses,  12,342  tons  of  refuse  at  30.5  cwts. 
per  1,000  population  per  day.  For  part  of  the  holiday  season  two 
additional  men  were  employed. 

Thus,  since  1939,  with  an  increase  in  staff  of  a driver  and  three 
collectors  and  one  vehicle,  the  weight  of  refuse  collected  has  in- 
creased by  2,665  tons  from  1,391  more  houses,  at  an  increased 
rate  of  6.6  cwts.  per  1,000  population  per  day. 

This  must  be  further  considered  with  many  other  changes.  The 
staff  work  a shorter  week,  have  double  the  holidays,  have  longer 
carries  from  the  newer  houses  and  now  collect  separately  some  550 
tons  of  paper  salvage. 

Refuse  is  now  far  less  dense  andmuch  greater  in  volume,  and 
vehicles  which  are  more  rapidly  filled  have  a longer  haul  to  the 
disposal  point.  They  also  have  to  cope  with  an  estimated  five-fold 
* increase  in  traffic,  particularly  on  the  main  road  in  the  Borough. 

In  an  endeavour  to  re-establish  a weekly  service,  which  is  ab- 
solutely essential,  three  additional  collectors  are  now  employed  and 
four  temporary  collectors  operate  during  the  holiday  season. 

Further,  after  exhaustive  trials  of  large,  compacting,  semi- 
dustless refuse  collection  vehicles,  two  new  Dennis  18/25  cu.yd. 
diesel  vehicles  were  ordered  and  commenced  in  June,  1959. 

To  stabilise  the  position,  the  Department  now  only  collect  refuse 
stored  in  a refuse  bin,  but  provide  an  extra  service  on  request  for 
the  removal  of  the  household  items  or  garden  refuse  at  a charge 
of  2/6d.  per  item. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  STATISTICS 


1957-58 

1958-59 

Salvage  Gross  Income  

£4109 

£4792 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  

12523  tons 

12651  tons 

Cost  per  ton  

£1/11/0 

£1/13/5 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal  

14713  tons 

19376  tons 

Cost  per  ton  

2s.  6d. 

2s.  2d. 

(c)  Total  cost  per  ton : 
Collection  and  Disposal  

£1/13/6 

£1/15/7 

Number  of  premises  from 
which  refuse  was  collected 

8598 

8816 

(d)  Cost  per  1,000  premises : 

Collection  

£2240.64 

£2368.65 

Disposal  

£64.08 

£38.80 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection : 

Refuse  Collected  5990  loads  weighing  12443  tons 

Refuse  disposed  by  Aled  R.D.C.  106  loads  weighing  225  tons* 

Night  Soil  52  loads  weighing  208  tons* 

Refuse  disposed  of  by  private  contractors  

2230  loads  weighing  6500  tons* 


(*  estimated) 

Total  estimated  weight  of  refuse  disposed  19376  tons 

1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  12443 

Total  refuse  disposed  (in  tons)  19376 

2.  Area  (in  acres)  7124 

3.  Number  of  inhabitated  houses  7921 

4.  Rateable  Value  .., £410,530 

5.  Product  of  Id.  Rate  £1,650 

6.  Rate  in  the  £ 19/ 8d. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  need  for  land  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  was  not  solved, 
although  negotiations  continued  throughout  the  year.  I am  now 
able  to  report,  however,  that  suitable  land  has  now  been  leased 
to  the  Council  at  Mochdre  and  tipping  commenced  there  during 
May,  1959. 
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The  land  at  the  Bron-y-Nant  site  having  been  completely  tipped 
was  opened  up  again  at  considerable  expense  to  accommodate  the 
Department  for  the  summer  months.  Re-levelling,  soiling  and 
seeding  down  have  not  yet  been  possible. 

During  the  winter  months  the  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  the  Bryn 
Euryn  Quarry,  which  was  completely  tipped  to  the  original  scheme 
by  May,  1959.  It  has  been  levelled,  soiled  and  seeded  down  ready 
for  further  development  as  a parkland. 

The  work  on  the  tip  is  undertaken  by  two  attendants  with  a half- 
track bulldozer  fitted  with  a bucket,  and  when  considering  the  ex- 
tremely difficult  problems  that  they  have  had  to  contend  with,  it 
is  indeed  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Department  are  not  in  receipt 
of  one  complaint,  other  than  that  of  the  noise  of  seabirds  — a 
problem  which  defies  solution. 

SALVAGE 

The  restrictions  on  the  amount  of  paper  salvage  that  the  Mills 
would  accept  was  removed  at  the  end  of  March,  except  for  the 
newspaper  grade,  which  is  still  at  a quota  of  only  6 tons  per 
quarter. 

Thus,  taking  this  into  account,  it  is  quite  an  achievement  to  have 
come  within  striking  distance  of  the  highest  output  ever  when  it 
was  not  only  unrestricted  but  in  great  demand. 

The  amount  of  other  scrap  collected  is  still  low  and  the  prices 
paid  are  low,  but  did  improve  during  the  year. 

Paper  salvage  is  undertaken  by  four  men  operating  three  electric 
baling  presses. 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  remains  as  popular  as  ever  with  the 
outdoor  staff. 

All  our  tradespeople  and  householders  alike  co-operate  very  well 
in  saving  salvage,  but  still  far  too  often  contraries  such  as  broken 
glass  and  crockery,  razor  blades,  etc.,  are  found  mixed  up  in  the 
salvage  and  are  obviously  a serious  hazard  to  the  staff.  A little 
more  thought  could  save  many  a torn  finger! 


36 


Total  Salvage  collected  from  1st  April,  1958,  to  31  st  March,  1959. 


tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Waste  Paper  

...  591 

6 

2 

Rags  

2 

13 

1 

Sacking  and  String  ... 

3 

6 

2 

Aluminium  

3 

0 

Scrap  Iron  

5 

1 

Brass  

1 

lbs.  £ s.  d. 
0 4689  11  6 

26  62  16  0 

0 27  4 6 

0 9 0 0 

0 1 8 10 

0 15  0 


£4790  15'  10 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  your  help 
and  guidance  throughout  the  year. 

I would  also  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  McKendrick,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  to  all  fellow-officials  in  all  Departments  of 
the  Council,  to  Mr.  Pritchard  and  to  all  members  of  the  indoor 
and  outdoor  staff,  for  their  support  and  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  Pattinson, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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( Signed ) L.  Hill,  Observer . 

Borough  Engineer  & Surveyor’s  Dept.,  H.  Wilman,  a.m.inst.c.e., 

Whalley  Range,  Lansdowne  Rd.,  Colwyn  Bay.  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


